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rides on the long, pliant saplings
from each end, When it
into fire lengthis thero was
chappers raced ¢ with anothes
hizkory back-logs they showed
spiring silhouettes half-rims of gleaming
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suEar for frosting, and so on,
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he old fashioned ring games, When
New-Year's the muost pious people
wilched it in with hymus aud prayers. Those |
unet so pious danced the old year and |
slept deeply into the morning of the new
one, Sotime flew velvet-winged till Twelfth-
night came. There was little daneing or play
upou it, partly beeause of weariness,
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mopked with the Fourth of July. Whoso
idid not honor it was paar :plrih_»-l indeed., So
cards and question games engaged the merry-
makers until midnight struck. Then every-
body seranmbled after a lantern-bearcr to the
cow pen to find ont whether or not catile
really did kneel npon Oid Christmwas. Deri-
sion lay usually in the mind of the investigator.
Believers in the trudition found the attitudes
of the resting ruminauts wonderfully devout.
Infidels declared (here could not be much
worship in kvueeling upon hams. The disputs
was lively enough to keep all hands awake till
they got home, The darkies never doubted.
Indeed, their faith in cow prayers was ouly
equalled by their faith in the devil’s mark on
a hog. Inside the foreleg there are five small
curions indentations that the negroes say show
where the devils went in to possess them. If
the holes get filled with foreign substance the
animal pines and dies. At least plantation
swine-herds would tell you so to a man. The
race is, in fact, born to believe. Freedom and
free schools have sadly cut down their Christ-
mas, but faith in the miracle of the manger re-
mains,
The Reward of Genlas,
[Munsey's Weekly.]

Crosby—What is the largest price you ever
got for a single poem ?

Mr. Rondo—Well, I consider that some verses
I wrote to Miss De Rocks befure we were mar-
ried netted me about §70,000,
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